2L STONE ELEPHANT EATS SUGARCANE

Abisheka Pandya was struck with remorse for
having asked the Siddha to come to him instead of
going himself to the great purusha. He, threrfore,
deci.'sd to visit the Siddha himself. The Siddha became
aware of  the king's intention and was staying near
the In.dira Vimana of Lord Somasundareswara.

On the first day of Makara Masa (Pongal
festival day) the king used to go to the temple and
worship Lord Somasundareswara. The king completed his
worship and was coming out of the temple. His orderlies,
who were going in advance of the king, saw the Siddha
seated on a tiger skin, and, waving the canes in their
hands, they ordered him to leave the place. The king
who   came behind them enquired the Siddha where
from he came and what actually he wanted. The Siddha
told him that he was on a pilgrimage to all kshetras to
worship Lord Siva and that in the course of his
pilgrimage he came to Madurai, a visit which
would emancipate souls from bodily bondage. He also
said that he could perform great wonder and that he did
not want anything from the king.

The king was struck with what the Siddha had
said and wanted to put him to a test. Just then, a ryot
arrived there with a sugarcane. The king asked the
siddha to prove his capacity to work miracles by making
the stone elephant eat the sugarcane. The Siddha said
that, though he had nothing to gain by proving his
capacity to the king, he would all the same make the